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arrived in New York in the early days of April. Although
he had expressly emphasised both to Dr. Zimmermann, the
German Secretary of State, and to Count Bernstorff, the
German Ambassador, that he had undertaken this mission
on his own responsibility, and that he personally was
answerable for all his actions, it was naturally unavoidable
that he should meet the ambassador, and Papen and
Boy-Ed as well, if only to hand over the code and the
decoration. When, after a few months, Rintelen was
recalled from America, one would have expected Herr von
Papen to pick up the threads of the sabotage attempts so
successfully put in hand by the former. It is necessary
for this reason briefly to sketch here the nature of Herr
von Rintelen's activities in the United States. They con-
trasted most forcibly with the very clumsy efforts previously
made by Papen. The excuse must of course be made for
Papen that he was on an official mission, and consequently
had not the same freedom of movement as Captain von
Rintelen, who had only been semi-officially sent out from
Germany. But if Papen had really been as inventive as
he believed himself to be, he would have sought out, in
America itself, a man just as good whom he could trust
to undertake similar acts on his own responsibility.
In his exciting book, The .Dark Invader (published in
London by Lovat Dickson Ltd. in 1933, and in Penguin
Books in 1936, and in America by the Macmillan Company
of New York), Captain von Rintelen has described his
activities in the United States and the following facts are
taken from his work with his permission.
As opposed to Papen, Rintelen took the view (which
moreover represented that of his masters in Berlin) that
acts of violence in American territory were to be avoided
absolutely, that sabotage was not to endanger human life
and that there was only one key objective : to hamper
and disorganise the supplies of American arms and munitions
to the Entente.
The length of Rintelen's stay in America was four months
in all. But during this time he introduced three methods